
CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Agenda 

 
Kaiser/Baggerly 

August 9, 2019 - 10:00 A.M. 
District Office 

1055 Ventura Ave. 
Oak View, CA 93022 

 
 

1. Roll Call 
2. Public Comments 
3. Board Comments 
4. General Manager Comments 
5. Review and Discuss the Draft Open Space Agreement between Casitas Municipal 

Water District and United States of America Department of the Interior Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

6. Review and Discussion of the California State Water Project Contract Extension 
Amendment. 

     
Right to be heard:  Members of the public have a right to address the Board directly on any item of interest to the public which is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the Board.  The request to be heard should be made immediately before the Board's consideration of the item. No action shall be taken on any 
item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by subdivision (b) of ¶54954.2 of the Government Code. If you require special 
accommodations for attendance at or participation in this meeting, please notify our office in advance (805) 649-2251 ext. 113. (Govt. Code Section 65954.1 
and 54954.2(a).  Please be advised that members of the Board of Directors of  Casitas who are not members of this standing committee may attend the 
committee meeting referred to above only in the capacity of observers, and may not otherwise take part in the meeting.  (Govt. Code Sections 54952.2(c)(6) 
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CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 

 
 
 
Date:  August 2, 2019 
 
To:  Executive Committee  
 
From:   Carol Belser, Park Services Manager 
 
Subject:  Open Space Agreement between Casitas Municipal Water District and United 

States of America Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Executive Committee review, discuss and comment on the Draft July 
2019 (Attachment A), First Amendment to the October 7, 2011 Lake Casitas Recreation Area 
Management Agreement Contract 11-LC-20-0216 (Attachment B), for inclusion of an Open Space 
agreement between Casitas Municipal Water District and the United States Department of the 
Interior Bureau of Reclamation.   
 
BACKGROUND   
 
The United States Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) entered into an 
agreement with Casitas Municipal Water District (District) Contract 8-07-20-L0530 “Interim 
Agreement Between the United States of America and Casitas Municipal Water District for 
Management of Ventura River Open Space Lands” (Attachment C) in 1978. Over the years 
Reclamation and the District have intended to update the interim agreement and have had 
numerous discussions without conclusion.   
 
Separately, but interrelated to the 1978 interim agreement, the District established rules and 
regulations in Ordinance 81-2 “An Ordinance of the Casitas Municipal Water District Establishing 
Rules and Regulations for the Management of the Charles M. Teague Memorial Watershed” 
(Attachment D). The 81-2 Ordinance, Attachment D, is antiquated and discussion for 
recommended updates will be forthcoming.     
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Through recent proceedings of discussions between the District and Reclamation’s Lands 
Management Division, Attachment A has been submitted by Reclamation for consideration to 
amend Attachment B. The lands outside the Recreation Area’s northern end is referred to by 
Reclamation as Open Space (map included in Attachment A). The District, in Attachment D, refers 
to the lands as being within the Charles M. Teague Memorial Watershed. 
 
Reclamation conducts site visits and communicates with property owners adjacent to the Open 
Space on easement issues, however Reclamation’s staff are located in Fresno, CA, over 230 miles 
away. Reclamation contracts with the US Forest Service for law enforcement activities, and the 
District’s Recreation Department staff regularly patrol the lands and provide Reclamation with on-
site real time information such as with the Thomas Fire and subsequent damage. District staff are 
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also in regular communication with Ventura County and US Forest Service law enforcement 
branches. The District receives matching funding from Reclamation through Assistant Agreement 
#R15AP00018 of $49,755 for Open Space field patrol and fence mending which expires December 
31, 2019.  
 
Attachment A, as presented, is a starting point for discussion for an agreement that is compatible 
with the District’s responsibility, resources and authority. A benefit of aligning the agreement as an 
amendment to Attachment B is the ability to secure future grant funding from Reclamation since 
Reclamation indicated on June 19, 2019, the current Assistant Agreement, after December 2019, 
will be obsolete and not eligible for renewal due to required administrative changes at 
Reclamation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:    
 

A) Draft June 2019 First Amendment to the Management Agreement Between 
the United States of America and Casitas Municipal Water District for the 
Administration, Operation, Maintenance and Development of Recreation Uses 
and Facilities at Lake Casitas to include Management of the Open Space Lands 

 
B)  Recreation Management Agreement Contract No. 11-LC-20-0216 

 
C) Interim Agreement Between the United States of America and Casitas 
Municipal Water District for Management of Ventura River Open Space Lands 
Contract No. 8-07-20-L0530. 
 
D) Ordinance 81-2, An Ordinance of the Casitas Municipal Water District 
Establishing Rules and Regulation For The Management Of The Charles M. 
Teague Memorial Watershed 
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Draft July 2019 

 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

 

Ventura River Project California 

 

 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO 

THE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, 

OPERATION, MAINTENANCE, AND DEVELOPMENT OF RECREATION USES AND 

FACILITIES AT LAKE CASITAS 

TO INCLUDE MANAGEMENT OF THE CASITAS OPEN SPACE LANDS 

 

 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT gives Casitas permission to manage the Casitas Open 

Space Lands at Lake Casitas, hereinafter referred to as the Open Space Lands. 

This amendment applies only to the Open Space Lands.  All other terms and conditions of 

the Existing Management Agreement, Contract No. 11-LC-20-0216, dated October 7, 2011, shall 

remain in full force and effect, subject to the terms and conditions therein written.  This 

Agreement superseded and nullifies all terms and conditions of Contract No. 8-07-20-L0530 

Interim Agreement between the United States of America and Casitas Municipal Water District 

for Management of Ventura River Open Space Lands.   

The District shall assume management of the lands labelled “Open Space” in Exhibit A of 

the Existing Management Agreement, for public benefit pursuant to this Agreement.  

The District will be responsible for the Management of the Open Space Lands in accordance with 

the following: 

a. The District shall perform work, within their available resources, and as 

approved by Reclamation’s authorized representative, to reasonably monitor the Open 
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Space Lands in order to minimize or prevent trespassing, dumping, and unauthorized 

public access for the purpose of protecting water quality in the reservoir.  Such work may 

include, but not be limited to: field patrol by District Park Rangers, field sampling of 

waters for invasive species, clearing vegetation, mowing fire breaks, debris removal, 

boundary fence repair, and other related Open Space Lands watershed management 

practices. Any Reclamation cost share funding for these activities is subject to the 

availability of funds and congressional appropriations.  

b. The District shall manage the Open Space Lands in accordance with 

Reclamation’s approved RMP and Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of 

Decision at Lake Casitas for the Open Space Lands.  Any authorization given by 

Reclamation or the District for any activity related to the Open Space Lands shall include 

a provision requiring compliance with said RMP. 

c. The District’s management will extend the conditions and reservations 

listed in the Existing Management Agreement to also include the Open Space Lands.  

d. The District shall not construct any structures or facilities on the Open 

Space Lands without written approval from Reclamation.  The District shall not be 

responsible for the permanent removal of existing structures, outbuildings, gates, fencing, 

and equipment within the Open Space Lands. 

e. The District will follow the policies and guidelines outlined in the then 

current Fire Management Plan for Lake Casitas Recreation Area and the Open Space 

Lands. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this FIRST Agreement to be 

executed this                 day of                         , 2019. 

                                                                     

Casitas Municipal Water District           United States of America 

        Department of the Interior 

 

 

By______________________________                          By _____________________________ 

President       Regional Director 

Board of Directors       Mid-Pacific Region 

Bureau of Reclamation 
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MEMORANDUM 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

TO:   Executive Committee 

From:  Michael L. Flood, General Manager 

RE: Review and Discussion of the California State Water Project Contract 
Extension Amendment 

Date:  August 6, 2019 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION:  

The Committee recommend that the Board of Directors adopt a resolution instructing the 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District execute the State Water Project Contract 
Extension Amendment. 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Ventura Flood Control Protection District (VCFPD) (now the Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District (VCWPD)) signed a contract with the State of California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) in the early 1960s for the delivery of up to 20,000 Acre-Feet of 
State Water Project Water Supply (known in the contract as Table A water) annually. 
 
In 1971, Casitas MWD signed an agreement with VCFPD taking over the costs and 
administrative responsibilities of the VCFPD State Water Contract. 
 
Subsequently, Casitas MWD signed agreements with both Ventura Water (City of Ventura) 
and the United Water Conservation District assigning 10,000 Acre-Feet of State Water 
Project Table A to Ventura Water and 5,000 Acre-Feet to United Conservation District. 
 
Casitas MWD remains the administrator of the contract but VCWPD is still the named 
contractor on the State Water Project contract and thus must execute any amendments to 
that contract. 
 
In December 2018, the DWR finalized the contract extension which was executed by the 
prime contractor, Metropolitan Water District, that same day. 
 
The DWR subsequently filed a validation action with the Superior Court of the State of 
California which has been enjoined by several parties both internal and external to the State 
Water Project.  
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DISCUSSSION: 
 
The DWR has been in negotiations for many years with the State Water Project Contractors 
in regard to an extension of the original State Water Contract which was set to terminate in 
2035. 
 
The looming expiration of the contract created several issues for the operation of the State 
Water Project with the primary issues being the ability to issue bonds of a term that exceeded 
to 2035 expiration date. 
 
The contract extension amendment will extend the State Water Contract another 50 years to 
2085 thus alleviating issues with bond financing within the project. 
 
Budgetary impacts to Casitas MWD will be positive in that the costs of short-term bonds 
within the State Water Project will be avoided and the District will continue to collect its 
portion of the costs of the contract through property tax assessments as it has in the past. 
 
Final disposition of the Contract Extension Amendment will depend on the result of the 
validation action filed by the DWR which is expected to be concluded with the next five years. 
 
Relevant cost details in connection with the contract extension will be covered with the 
committee at the meeting. 
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